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WILDERNESS STUDY AREA 112

Last Chance Mountain

GENERAL DESCRIFTION

The area {38,200 acres)* 1s bounded on the north by Cucamonga Canyon road,
on the east by the CaliforniaNevada State border, on the south by the
Loretta Mine Road and access road, and on the weet by the Eureka Valley Road.
The terrain is rough and mountainous throughout. The elevation varies from
3,360 fest near the west-central esdge to 8,450 feet atop Last Chance Mountailn
in the northeastern porticn of the area. This area is predominantly public
land with approximately 5 percent in random blocks of non-public land. There
are a number of rTecorded mining claims in the easterpn portion along the I
CaliforniaMevada border. Thie WA is BO percent mountains, 10 percent
alluvisl fang, and 10 percent dissected fans.

WILDERNESS QUALITY

The area ig mountainocus with many deep canvons and a few eprings. The
eroding rock formation in the northwestern Cucamonga 'Canyon containg many
shades of red, vellow, blue, and purple. The vegetative cover on the Eureka
Valley bajada and mid-slevations consists of the Last Chance Range mixed
creosote desert shrub comsunity. The higher elevations of the Last Chance
Range are generally mixed desert shrubs with a pinven pinesjuniper forest
type of vegetation.

Natural ition

This area has generally retained its primeval character and appears to have
been affected primerily by the forces of nature with the imprint of man's
work substantially unnoticeable. Those noticeable works of man which are _
present have been excluded. Theese inciude the abandoned Crater Area mining '
operations and the Lagt Chance Spring Mine and access road. The extensive
Crater MHining Area consists of many open pite, slag piles, and ways that
gighificantly scar the natural condition of the area. The Last Chance Spring
has a maintained access road, stock water source, building, and several open
mining shafts. These areas have been excluded from wilderness consideration

due to the substantially noticeable works of man which have degraded the
natural condition of the immediate area.

‘Portions of Te. &, 7, and 8 5., Re. 38, 37, 3B, 39 and &40 F., MDM.
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b s j rtunitis 11t ar v nd
Uncenfined f Recreat

This area contains outstanding cpportunities for solitude, because of its
relatively primitive character and natural conditiom. Extensive
topographical variations and diverse vegetation which screen wisitors provide
freedom of movement without encroachment from man-made features. The wvaried
topography and vegetation, along with the mountains and the lack of man-made
features, provide for unconfined movement and diverse opportunities for a
primitive type of recreation.

WILDERNESE ETUDY AREA RANKING
Thie area was ranked 45 out of 137 WSAs.
RESOURCES CONMSIDERED

Geology-Fnergy-Minerals

A major molybdenum deposit [a strategic mimeral), with an in-place value of
7.9 billion, and associated favorable terrain exist in the WSA. Geochemical
anomalies reinforce mineral potentizl for molybdenum, lead, =zinc, silver,
copper, tin, rare earths, and other metals, The area supported past
roduction of mercury (strategic metal--62% imported in 1979) with potential
far future production.

The esoutlern part of the W3A experienced sulfur productien in the past.
Sulfur reserves and known pypsum resources exist here. The faverable terrzin
for these deposite probably extends throughout the southern half of the WEA.

The geoclogle environment is favorable for limestone, dolomite, and barite
deposits. )

There is & uranium occurrence in the Hanging Rock Canyon area, although

sufficient data are not gvailable to zeeees the potential for the regt of the
WA,

Approximately the southern third of the %S5A, excluding the Sylvania

Mountains, has potentially favorable peolopic environments in the Laet Chance
thrust eyvetem for oil and gas.

Hoat of the area has unfavorable geology for sodium and potassium. Howsver,
the alluvial ares between the Last Chance Range and Sylvania Mountains could
contain euch deposite, but data are inadeguate to evaluate the potential.

The alluvial areas adjacent to the mountainse have potential for =and and
gravel and clays. The upland areas have potential for crushed and broken

rock materials. Hemoteneas of the area would precluds large near=-term demand
for these comedities.
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Vepetati
Ho unusual plant zesemblages occur within this Waa. General wegetation

components include Coleopwvne ramosissimg, Afriplex gonferfifolia, Gravis
gpinpsa, and Lycium spp. The area is mostly shadscale and blackbrush types.

Several rars plant species have potential for occurring within this W3A.

They include Lupinus bolmgrenanus, Fendlerells utahenmsie, Arabis shocklewd,

Mimulug rupicola, Sclerocactus polygncistrus, Cymopterus gilmanii, Ericogonum
gilmanii, and E. shockleyi, All of these plants are limestone endemics.
Wildlife

The area contains the northern half of the Last Chance Eange and the eastern
edpe of Eureka Valley. The Last Chance Range iz 3 rugped mountainous range
with steep canyons and 3 few springs; elevatione range approximately from
3,300 feet to above 8,400 feet. PFinvon pine and juniper are found in the
nigher elevations. The Eureka Valley bajada is primarily in a mixed crecsote
bush desert ehrub community; the eastern slopes of the Last Chance Range are
in & rich shadscale.

Two proposed sensitive species are known to inhabit the area. The entirs
Lset Chance Range in the WSA provides seasonal range (30 sg. mi) for the
desert bighorn sheep. Around Last Chance Peak 158 a concentration area (10
8q. mi.) for bighorn. The entire Last Chance herd, estimated at only &5
individuals, is believed to be declining in this area because of heavy
livestock use on the east side of the range and conflict at Last Chance
Spring. Declines here probably have occurred since the early 19708 {Rocklyn
Wooley, pers. comm. ).

The area contains about 50 square miles of golden eagle foraging habitat;
thig is about 1 percent of the total for the CDCA. There are two known
eyrieg 1in this area.

Other significant species include the pale kangaroo mouse found in about 7
square miles in the Eureka Valley. Frairie falcons breed <in at least one
locale and forage over about 15 square miles of the area. Hule deer inhabit
mast of the Last Chance Range (35 sq. mi. in the WSal.

Fur;her surveys are likely to reveal even more important and significant
wildlife cpecies.

There is & wery important riparian area at Last Chance Spring. There is a

small, fenced enclosure; the remaining riparian zone is heavily impacted by
livestock.

One area of high cultural resource sensitivity is located within the area.
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v LUses B

The Last Chance Hange has been traditionally employed by Owens Valley area
Paiute for pinyon collection and as 3 sSummer Camp area. The profile of
seagonal use is quite similar to the use pattern described for the White
Mountain region [WSAs 100-107).

atit

The area encompasses "“high" scenic quality. It received high ecores for
landform, color, and vegetation, and a medium ecere for uniqueness.

GeEner Recreation

Mot of the WSA possesses good opportunities for deer and chukar hunting.
The area iz bordered on the north by Cucamonga Camyon Road. Cucamonga Canyon
{g a concentrated use zone which received 745 wvisitor use daye in 1978, Uses
include camping, four-wheel drive access, sightseeing, painting, and
photography. None of these activities has been rated.

Range Uses and Potential

Twenty-five percent of the Last Chance Allotment is in this WiA. TIhe

allotment ig grandfathered. A portion of the Piper Mountain Herd Hanagement
Area 15 in the W3A.

SUMMARY OF FUBLIC CUOMMENTS

avent ! Fhase

Comments supported the findings and alse peinted ocut the varied recreational
intereste.

Study Phase

Thirteen of the 15 comments received about WSA 112 favored wilderness
desipnation. Scenic quality was the most common value noted. Interest in
geologic, wildlife, flora, educational, and historic wvalues was expressed.
Hiking, camping, rockhounding, backpacking, climbing, photography, anc
painting were all activities enjoyed in this area.

Celetion of the southern portion of the WSA, the mining area saddling the
mountainse near the oripin of Hanging Rock Canyon, was suggested. Expansion
of the boundary to Death Valley National Monument was alsc proposed.
The two cosmments opposing wildemmess designation of WSA 112 dealt with mining
and rockhounding. The mining interest felt mining should be first priority
in wilderness consideration. The other expreseed a desire for vehicle access

to permit rockhounding with family and camping in the beauty and isolation of
the desert.

-5




Case 1:06-cv-01502-AWI-DLB  Document 52-2  Filed 05/22/2008 Page 7 of 12

all letters in response to the workbook were in faver of this area as
wvilderness because of its accessibility and to protect wildlife and unique
botanical values.

Pl * tives

A wvariety of public comments specific to WSA 112 was recelved in response to
the Draft Desert Plan Alternatives. For example, one indicated complete
agreement with the Protection Alternative, another expressed the need for
strict econtrol of wilderness, while a third ipnsisted oo a vehicle-access
carridor between the gand dunes and Saline Valley. Another stated that the

sxploration and development of cil, gas, and geothermal resgurces were the
beet uses for the area.

SUMHARY OF RATIONALE FCR THE PROPOSED PLAN

Wilderness Study Area 112, Last Chance Mpuntain, 45 recommended as
nonguitable for wildernees designatiom.

The area incorporates a major molybdenum deposit which has an extremely high
egtimated walue. In addition, the WS5A hss other known geclogic, energy, and
mineral resgpurces. The area includes the Last Chance grazing allotment and
is wused for a wariety of recreaticn activities. The area did not meet the
criteria outlined in the desert-wide wilderness objectives. It was ranked
4G, Theee facteors all contributed to the nonsuitability recommendation.

The W5A was recommended for Class L designaction to protect its wildlife,
cultural and Hative American values, and zcenic guality.

IMPACT OF PROPCSED PLAN

The WSA is divided between multiple use Classes L &nd M. The portion east of
Last Chance Canyvon i Class M as well at a very small area around Crater.
The remainder falls within g Class L designation. The primary development
expected within the WSA involves mineral exploitation. The southern ane-
third contains a wvariety of economicaliy viable minerals and could bhe
developed. Such development could hawve -harsh adverse effects upon the
natural condition of the area, although mitigation is reguired. The rugged
terrain will tend to localize small-scale impacts; however, large-scale
mining operations are a3 poesibilicy and could effectively eliminate the
wildernees walues gver large areas as has already occurred argund Crater.
Increased motor wehicle accessa would be a secondary impact along future
designated mining areas routes in Classes L and M respectively. Crrerall,
potential adverse impacts to wilderness values under the proposed multiple

use class designations range from pegative to hiphly negative depending upon
the scope of mineral development.

A
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WILDERNESS STUDY AREAM 147

Cresnwgter Hange

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The grea (131,000 acres)* is bounded om the morth by State Route 190, on the
gouth by State Route 178, on the east by State Route 127, and on the west by
a graded dirt road through Greenwater ¥alley. The area copsists priearily of
public land. Scattered non-public lands account for approximately & percent
of the land area. An Act of Congress of Hovember 9, 1921, set zpart =
matérials site for the California Department of Transportavion (CALTRANS).
This wazs for &0 acree located in Se¢tiosm 10, T. 23 H., R. & E., SBH,
effective on November 24, 1939, There are a number of recorded mining claims
in the northern and central portions of the area. This WSA includes
30 percent mountains, 25 percent alluvial fans, 20 percent dissected fans,

10 percent hills, 5 percent ©platesus, 535 percent highly dissected fans,
2 percent badlands, and 1 percent riverwashes.

WILDERNESS QUALITY L
sCIriptd i nt

Roughly 12 milee across at its widest point and 32 miles long, this area
encompasses approximately 300 square miles. Terrain wvaries considerably,
ranging £from smoocth, flat valleys and bajadas to coarse, jagged mountains.
Two major drainages divide the site into thirds. Through Greenwater Canyon
the waters have carved a narrow passage through volcanic rock, leaving steep
sldes and a twisting course. AT Deadman Pass the erosion has produced s wide
interspace with gently sloping sides. Although the walleys are densely
vegetated, the mountains and slopes tend to support only sparse growth.
Creosote is the dominant plant in the area, although numerous, less

CONApicudus,; species abound, including desert helly, sagebrush, prickly pear,
cholla, and bunch and annual grasses.

Matural Cendition

The nerthern boundary has been adjusted to exclude areas where man's impact
has degraded the natural character. The exclusion includes active, abandoned
mining coperations, patented mining in Sections 21, 29, 31-33, (T. 25 M.,
R. 4 E.j, a pgraded road, and a network of improved ways, The graded road
&ggda east frag Death Valley Junction past the remains of the abandoned
iila ¢ mine isite of Old Ryan - now only tunnels, slag piles, and rusting
equipment remaln) te an area laced with old roads and mining claims at the

*Portions of T. 22 N., Re. 4, 5, and 6 E.; T. 2212 H,, Re. &, 5, and & E
T. 23 K., Re. 4, 5, and 6 E.; and T. 25 N., R. 3.5 SHM.

-172-
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mouth of Greenwater Canyon. A grid-like network of unimproved wayd i

located in the vieinity of the Lila € mine. At the site of the Mew Ryan, \ o

the northern tip of the Greenwater Range, active and sbandoned mining
operations occur side by side. Tunnels, slag piles, and road scarse exist
hers, as well as many of the old structures that were once inhabited by the
population of Ryan. The remainder of the roadlest area generally retaims its
primeval character and appears affected primarily by natural ferces. Han's
works, which ineclude a £few abandoned mine shafte and primitive ways, are

sybstantially unnoticeable because of screening by terrain diversity and
fairly dense vegetation.

ndi R lit I Pri
Iype of Recreation

This area offers outstanding opportunities for both solitude and a primitive
and uncenfined type of recreation. Terrain and wegetative variety provide
many areas and spaces where a Eense of isolation and seclusion are readily
available. A relative lack of internal man-made features allows freedom of
unconfined movement throughout the site. In terms of primictive recreation,
the arsa offers both challenge and diversity. The Greenvater Eange area is
bounded to the east and weet by large areas that are also relatively
pristine, adding to the ppportunities for a gquality primitive experience.

These opportunities are further enhanced by the adjacent wilderness wvalues in
Death Yalley National Monument.

WILDERNESS STUDY AREA RANKING
This WSA is ranked B& out of 137 WSis.

RESOURCES CONSIDERED

[ - -

o 5

Rescurce data for thiz W5A have not been fully amalyzed, Integrated, and
interpreted. Interpretations set forth Gere are based on a brief review of
available datz end are subject to change. HMetallic cccurrences are hased
solely on the compilation by Terradata; nommetallic occurrences are based on
the BIM industrial mineral survey. Interpretation of gecchemical anomalies
iz baeed solely on statiztical work by Terradata. Claime include all those
that appear on the December 12, 1979, computer printout, representing an
egtimated 25 percent of all claime that have been recorded with BIM.

This W54 has potential for copper-molybdenum porphyry deposits, wranium,
pumice, and sand and gravel. There ie also potential for borates and lithium
at the northern end. 5ix unpatented claims are recorded.

Yegetation
No wunusual plant assemblages occur withim WSA 147. Vegetation

creceote bush scrub, desert holly scrub, and allscale Ecrub. Hao
plant epecies are knmown to occur within thie WSA.

coneiste of
sensitive

573~
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Hildlife

The more mountainous terrain in this study area is used as transient range DV
desert bighorn sheep. This section of the Greenwater Range forms an
important corrider route for sheep populations in the Funeral Mountains to
the north and Black HMountains to the south. The entire bighorn transient
range in the Greenwater Range and bighorn corridor route between the Funeral
Mountains and Black Mountains is present in WSA 147.

Portions of thie ares are also used for foraging by a nesting pair of prairie
faleone and 2 nesting pair of polden esagles.

ult

Two areas of cultural rescurce sensitivity are located within this
Wildernese Study Area.

tiwv T B o it

Thie WSA hase willage sites that lie along the eastern slope of the southern
Gresnwater Range, the old willage site of Shoshone in the southeastern
section, and collection areas throughout the aputhern Greenwater Mountains
used by some members of the Panamint-5hoshone and Chemehuevi. The Panamint
Ehoshone share a berry-collection area and spring along the western border of
the WSA with the Southern Utes. The Southern Ute Trail runs through the
porthern section of the WSA in 2 northwest direction. The Panamint Shoshone
have a berry-collecting area in the extreme southeastern section of the WSA.

Sogris Qualid

The wcenic gquality of this ares, which ipcludes porticns of four Ecenic
quality polygons, iz “medium"” overall. Scores for all of the key factors
(landform, color, wvegetation, and uniqueness) generally fall in the medium
range. ©OFf visual significance iz Greenwater Valley, one of the wvery few
unintruded, exXpangive valleys in the entire Califernia Desert,

1 cres

The unit includes an unevaluated interpretive site in Greenwater Canyon. The
cannvont 18 of historic and prehistoric interest. There are four rockhound
sites rated fair, three on the porthern boundary snd one on the southern
boundary. There is good chukar and quail hunting in the northern and

southern end of the Gresnwater Valley.
Use Potential

There are ne allotments in this WSA. The WSA includes a portion of

th= ash
Headows Herd Management Area.

-174-
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SUMMARY OF FUBLIC COMMENTS

Iopveptory Fhase

Saveral comments referred te man-made fegtures and permanent scars from
active and abandoned mining coperations. These areas wers deletsd vhere
appropriate. The Deadman Fass Road shows no sign of maintenance for many
vears. Other comments indicated that teo much area had been deleted and that
rehabilitation potential was not considered.

Stydy Phasze

Twenty=-nine letters were received on WSA 147. Eighteen supported a
wilderness designation. The majer concern for thiec area of thoze favoring
wilderness seems to be the question of the mines. Many felt the mines should
be excluded, such aes the Lila C., Old Ryan, apd Greepwater Canyon Mines.
Cthers felt the mined areas can be rehabilitated and should be included in
the wilderness area. The area's contiguity to Death Valley National Monument
was often noted as enhancing wilderness management. Wildlife, such as
red-tailed hawks, great horned owla, and bighorn sheep, were noted for
protection. Others were concerned that the pictographe in wolcanic reock

should be protected from vandals. Scenic, ecologic, educational, scientifie,
and geologic values were noted.

The letters opposing wilderness designation were overwhelmingly concerned
about access and exploration for miterals. OCne lettsr discussed the road
definition, calling it "capricious." Others spoke of the ares as being too
ugly to be designated wilderness, with mines and roads and signs of human
axistence, Cne letter was concernad that read clesure would prohibit many
from enjoying the pictographs.

Two letters in response to the workbook state that the WSA abuts Death
Yalley Hational Honurment. The Katicnal Park Service suggested that W3as 147
and 148 are compatible extensions of unmodified lands meeting wilderness
criteria. One  letter expressed the desire for the sastern boundary to he
moved 3 or 4 miles away from State RHoute 127,

Taft Plan INat

The following range of public comments specific to W3A 147 wag received in
response to the Draft Desert Plan Alternatives. One stated that the sptire
study area and the northern half of the polygon should be recommended as
suitable for wilderness: under the Protection Alternative., A second view was
that the entire Wilderness Study Area should be recommended for wilderness
under the Balanced Altermative.

SUMMARY OF RATIONALE FCR THE FROPOSED FLAN

The Greenwater Range Wilderness Study Area (147} is recommended as
nonsuitable for wilderness desipnation.
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The area was rated B6 in relative wilderness value and did not poseess any of
the gualities identified as desert-wide wilderness opportunities. The site
displays possible potentisl for metals and other minerals. Recreation

oppertunities are found throughout and include both moterized and
nonmotorized TYPES.

It wae decided that the recreation resource and mineral values exceeded those
of wilderness. The area was recommended for Class L to allow access for
mineral exploration and development and provide for motorized wehicle

recreational uses. This classification will protect the natural and cultural
resgurcea throughout the area.

IMFACT OF PROPOSED FLAN

Approximately 95 percent is recommended for Class L. Borth large, flat, low
rolling hills and the rygped Greenwater Range £fall into thise category. The
impacts on the bajadas would be eignificant ae these areas do not afford
scresning of disturbed sites. The far northern edge is recommended f£for a
Clase M designation and iz aleo relatively flat. As this desipnation is
compatible with greater mineral development, significang adverse impacts to
the natural condition of the landscape will result. The more rugged Class I

—
areag could accept some activities without significant dimpairment of the

wilderness wvalues. Some degree of mining and range improvements could be
localized within the interior without significant impacts. Owerall, the
impacts of the Class C and M designations are negative.
=176~
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