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COUNTY OF INYO
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

P.O. BOX 427
INDEPENDENCE, CA 93526

BACTERIOLOGICAL WATER SAMPLING PROCEDURES
· Select a proper sample site. If you are a public water system, this site should be per your Sample Siting Plan (SSP). If you do not have a SSP, select a site that is representative of the water quality throughout the system. Do not use sites downstream of any water treatment devices. Try to avoid mixed water faucets (hot & cold) or sites with extensions, swivels or other extraneous devices that could collect dirt or grit. Remove the aerator before sampling. Handwash sinks are good sites. Kitchen sinks are fine, if clean. Outside hose bibbs must be used with care to make sure water does not flow over the outside threads before collection. Remember – these analyses are extremely sensitive and make sure to be very careful to avoid “false positives”.

· Collecting the sample. Open the faucet and let the water run in a stream about the size of a pencil.
While the water is running, remove the plastic seal around the specially sterilized bottle that you received from the lab. Hold the bottle in one hand and with the other hand remove the top. Do not touch the top or the inside of the bottle. Do not touch the edge of the top. Do not put the top down. Hold the bottle under the faucet, not touching the faucet, and collect the sample. There is a 100 ml line on the bottle. You must collect at least this much water. You can fill up the bottle. Avoid any splashing. After collecting the sample, immediately remove the bottle from under the faucet and replace the top. You may wish to write a sample number/letter on the cap with a waterproof pen such as a “Sharpie” for identification purposed.
· Fill out a lab slip. You must fill out an Inyo County lab slip for submittal with your sample. The top half of the slip is to be filled out by you. The bottom half of the slip will be filled out by lab personnel. Put in the date and time (military) of the sample collection. Add the sample number if there is one on the bottle. Do not fill out the Lab Number box. Add your system name and mailing address, and where the sample was taken on the next line. Under “Collected By”, put your initials. Put your phone number down on the line under. Check the boxes as required (your normal samples should be checked as “routine”). If you are a public water system write down your water system number. 
· Delivering the sample. Samples can be dropped off at either the County Services Building at 207 W South Street in Bishop, Room 9, or at the water lab, located on the ground floor of the County Annex Building in Independence. The Bishop site accepts samples on Mondays, Tuesday and Wednesdays from 8-5. The Independence site accepts samples Monday through Thursday from 8-4. These samples are time sensitive. For that reason, please collect your sample just prior to bringing it in. Any sample we receive that cannot be set-up within 24 hours of collection will not be accepted. Samples should be stored in a cooler between collection and drop off.
· Payment. Do not include payment with your lab sample. You will be billed at the end of the month.
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