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Cottage Food in Inyo County
How to Get Started
California Assembly Bill 1616, the cottage food bill, went into effect on January 1, 2013. It allows specific, low-risk food products to be prepared in a private residence for sale to the public. A list of approved foods is provided on this website. The Inyo County Environmental Health Services Department (EH) will be the primary agency for the permitting and enforcement of this program. Presented here, and in the accompanying documents, is most of the information you will need to become a cottage food operation (CFO). For additional information, you may contact EH staff via telephone or email.

Permitting
There are two permit types that will be issued:

Class A: Direct sales of cottage foods, either from your residence, or in conjunction with a community event such as a swap meet, athletic events, fairs, parades, farmers markets, etc. that is held in Inyo County. 

Class B: Direct or indirect sales of cottage foods. Direct sales to the consumer, as described above, plus indirect sales to approved food facilities such as markets and restaurants in Inyo County. 
· The permit application document is available at this website. Please print it out and complete the form. The associated fees can be found under “Fee Schedule” on this website.
· The self certification checklist is required with all Class A permit applications. Please review the requirements carefully, sign the form and submit with your application. If your home receives water from a private source, or any other non public water system, then you must have your water tested for bacteriological quality and attach a copy of the results with your application package.

· State law requires all cottage food operators to take and pass a food handlers safety course approved by the California Department of Public Health. This is a two hour internet-based course that costs approximately $15. A list of approved course vendors is provided on this website. 

· When starting a business such as a cottage food operation, you are required to register with the Inyo County Assessors’ Office. They will be able to inform you if you may be subject to additional assessments for tax purposes, or whether your residence is in an area where special districts may have additional fees for businesses operated in their district. 
· If you reside within the City of Bishop incorporated area, you are required to obtain a business license from the City.

· If you are preparing packaged foods, please submit a copy of your labels with your application package. Labeling guidelines are summarized below.

· Your permit package will be reviewed and, if everything is in order:

-Class A permits: You will be sent your permit in the mail. When you receive your permit, you may begin your cottage food operation.

-Class B permits: You will be contacted to arrange a time and date for the inspection of your food processing area. After you pass inspection, you will be issued your permit and may begin operations.
Details
· Gross sales are limited to $35,000 or less in calendar year 2013.

· A CFO may have no more than one full time equivalent employee who is not a family member or household member.

· At this time, you may only sell cottage foods in Inyo County. Future reciprocity agreements may allow sales to neighboring counties, such as Mono County.

· A Class B CFO will be inspected upon opening, and thereafter once a year. A Class A CFO will not be inspected. Any CFO may be inspected if a consumer complaint is received, if a violation of the CFO regulations has occurred, or if any other related imminent health hazards are suspected.

Labeling
All packaged cottage food products must be properly labeled, including:
· The words “Made in a Home Kitchen”, in 12 point font or larger

· The commonly used name for the product

· The name of the CFO, and the address of the facility
· The name of the permit issuing agency, and the permit number

· Product ingredients in descending order, by weight

· The net quantity (count, weight or volume) of the food product. It must be stated in both English (pound) and metric (grams) units.

· A declaration if the product contains any of the eight major food allergens: milk, eggs, fish, shellfish, tree nuts, wheat, peanuts, and soybeans. 

· If the label makes any health claims, must include a “nutrition facts” statement. (See State Guidelines ).

· Labels, wrappers, adhesives, inks, etc. and any other packaging materials that may come in contact with the food product must be “food-grade” and not contaminate the food.
· For bulk items, or in a permitted retail food facility, cottage food products shall be clearly identified as “homemade”

Selling You Products
If selling your products from your home, you must make assurances that your operation will not significantly negatively impact your residential neighborhood. This means limiting the number of customer vehicle round trips per day, providing for adequate parking, and keeping sales hours to normal business hours. Continuing complaints from neighbors may trigger investigations into possible zoning violations.

CFO’s may also sell their products at Inyo County community, or other temporary events. These include swap meets, farmers markets, fairs, athletic events. Any persons selling food on a retail level at a community event must be properly permitted by EH. Your CFO permit is not sufficient for selling at community events. Permitting for community events in Inyo County occur via two different modes:

· Some community events, such as the Tri County Fair, Mule Days and Lone Pine Days designate themselves as “community event organizers”. When this is the case, the community event organizer applies for a food permit from EH that covers all the food facilities attending their event. They, in turn, charge the food vendors for a space to operate. The food vendor, in these cases, do not need to apply directly to EH for a permit.

· Other community events either choose not to, or are not allowed, to present themselves as community event organizers, and in these situations, each and every food vendor participating in that event is required to obtain a “temporary food facility” permit from EH. The food vendor may apply for a single event permit, or may apply for an annual temporary food facility permit, which is valid for all community events occurring in Inyo County that particular calendar year. 
A CFO may accept orders and payments via the internet, mail or phone. However, the CFO must deliver their CFO products directly (in person) to the customer. CFO products may not be delivered via US Mail, UPS, Fedex or any other indirect delivery method. This includes both “direct” and “indirect” sales. Sales involving these indirect delivery methods are regulated/subject to CDPH registration and State and Federal requirements.
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