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Independence, CA 93526

Project Title: Northwest Owens Lake Monitoring Well Installation
Project Applicant: City of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
Project Location - Specific: Northwest Owens Lake, CA

Project Location - City: n/a

Project Location - County: Inyo

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: This project includes
installation of 4-inch diameter steel monitoring wells at five sites located in northwest
Owens Lake. Two sites are on lands owned by the City of Los Angeles, two sites on
land under the jurisdiction of Bureau of Land Management, and one sites on land
under jurisdiction of State Lands Commission. Boreholes will be drilled using sonic or
alternative drilling method appropriate for each location. The purpose of these
monitoring wells is to measure groundwater levels and collect water quality samples.
Monitoring groundwater levels will allow evaluation of hydrologic characteristics of
Owens Valley fault zone in this area and should provide improved estimate of the
effectiveness of this fault zone as a hydraulic barrier to groundwater flow. These
monitoring wells can also be used as trigger wells for protecting environmental
resources in case pumping occurs on Owens Lake.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: n/a

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Los Angeles Department of Water and
Power

Exempt Status: (check one)

[ ] Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);

[ ] General Rule (Sec. 15061(b)(3));

[X] categorical (Class 6; Section 15305 (a));

[ ] Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
|_—_| Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
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Reasons why project is exempt: Proposed monitoring wells will be used only for
groundwater data gathering and therefore exempt under Class 6 (Information

Collection) of the CEQA.

Lead Agency: Los Angeles Department of Water Power
Contact Person: Charles Holloway

Area Code/Telephone/Extension: (213) 367-0285
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Name: Charles Holloway
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