
Board of Supervisors MINUTES                                                                                                                               1                                                                                                                                      April 1, 2008         

 

County of Inyo 
Board of Supervisors 

 

 
April 1, 2008 
 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Inyo, State of California, met in regular session at the hour of 9:00 a.m., on 
Tuesday, April 1, 2008, in the Board of Supervisors Room, County Administrative Center, Independence, with the 
following Supervisors present:  Chairperson Linda Arcularius presiding, Susan Cash, Beverly Brown, Jim Bilyeu and 

Richard Cervantes.  Supervisor Cervantes provided the Invocation, and Supervisor Brown led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Public Comment The Chairperson announced the public comment period and there was no one from the public 

wishing to address the Board. 
 

County 
Department 
Reports 

The Chairperson announced the County Department Report period.  Dr. Bob Harrington, Acting 
Water Director, informed the Board that it’s the beginning of the run-off year, which triggers the 
development of the Annual Pumping Plan. 
 

Motor Pool/Van  
Purchase 

Moved by Supervisor Cash and seconded by Supervisor Cervantes to award the bid and approve 
the purchase of one 7-passenger mini van from Rotolo Chevrolet, in an amount not to exceed 
$20,904.70.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 

Clerk-Elections/ 
Preprinting 
Discount 

Moved by Supervisor Cash and seconded by Supervisor Cervantes to authorize the payment to 
Sequoia Voting Systems in an amount not to exceed $8,000.00 for 1/2 of the estimated printing 
costs for the June 3, 2008 election, prior to receipt of printed election materials in order to obtain a 
3% discount on the total cost of printing the election materials.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 

HHS-Misc./Ford 
Sedan Purchase 

Moved by Supervisor Cash and seconded by Supervisor Cervantes to approve the purchase of one 
2008 Ford Fusion SE Sedan from Eastern Sierra Motors in an amount not to exceed $17,586.01; 
and authorize the Motor Pool Manager to sign all purchase documents.  Motion carried 
unanimously.    
 

HHS-Behavioral 
Hlth./A.V. Hospital 
Contract 
Amendment One 

Moved by Supervisor Cash and seconded by Supervisor Cervantes to approve Amendment No. 
One to the Contract between the County of Inyo and Antelope Valley Hospital for psychiatric 
inpatient services, increasing the amount of the contract by $10,000 in an amount not to exceed 
$20,000 for the period of July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008; and authorize the Chairperson to 
sign.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 
Resol. #2008-09/ 
Youth Offender 
Block Grant 

On a motion by Supervisor Cash and a second by Supervisor Cervantes, Resolution No. 2008-09, 
entitled “Resolution of the Board of Supervisors, County of Inyo, State of California, Authorizing the 
Chief Probation Officer to sign and submit the Youthful Offender Block Grant Application,” was 
approved: motion unanimously passed and adopted.  
 

Closed Session The Chairperson recessed open session at 9:05 a.m., to convene in closed session, with all Board 
Members present, to consider and take action as necessary on Agenda Item 13. PERSONNEL 
[Pursuant to Government Code  §54957] - Public Employee Performance Evaluation – Title - 
Chief Probation Officer.  The Chairperson recessed closed session at 10:10 a.m., to reconvene in 
open session at 10:20 a.m., with all Board Members present.   
 

Forest Serv.-Title 
III Funds/FY07-08  
Expenditures 

Supervisor Arcularius asked about the procedure, should the Board like to expand the language 
from “fire safety councils” to allow other organizations, to apply for the funds.  County Counsel 
explained that the 45-day notification period would begin again.  The County Administrator also 
explained that he felt the language of the RFP would provide for the expanded response, 
Supervisor Arcularius was inquiring about.   
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Moved by Supervisor Bilyeu and seconded by Supervisor Brown to take the following actions for the 
proposed uses of Title III – HR2389 Forest Service Special Project Funds for Fiscal Year 
2007/2008:  A) confirm that the appropriate notice of a 45-day comment period on the intended 
uses for FY 2007/2008 HR2389 Forest Service Special Project Funds was published;  B) take 
comments from all interested parties on the proposed uses which are:  (a) $36,306.84 for Forest 
Related Educational Opportunities by the Inyo County Office of Education for their Outdoor Science 
Education Program at the Bernasconi Education Center in Big Pine; (b) $12,344.32 for search and 
rescue activities on federal lands paid for by the County; (c) $23,962.52 for a grant program for fire 
prevention and County planning for fire safety councils throughout the County;  and C)  approve the 
intended uses.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 

Planning/HOME 
Grant Program 

Mr. Pat Cecil, Planning Director, explained that he had learned from the State that the County is 
expected to upfront the Home Grant Funds.  He clarified that the Program requires that the funds be 
paid out within 15 days of the State receiving the money; that the State holds the Federal Funds for 
15 to 18 days before they are able to cut a check to the County, thus, if the County does not upfront 
the funds, we are in default of the Federal requirements for the Program.  In response to a question 
from Supervisor Arcularius, Mr. Cecil said that he was told by the State that Inyo County is the only 
participant that does not upfront the money.  Ms. Leslie Chapman, Auditor-Controller, advised the 
Board of the cash-flow issues should the General Fund be expected to cover this program.  She 
noted the other programs, which the General Fund provides cash flow to, like the IMAAA Program 
and explained that there may be times when the General Fund is unable to cover the funds.  
Several Board members noted their concern with (a) the State’s practice to defray the payment, (b) 
the State’s ability to defer the payment of the money for longer than 15-18 days; (c) the reality of 
other counties being able to upfront the funds in light of their on-going budget shortages; (d) the 
Board’s decision being based on the fact that the County would not have to provide upfront funds; 
(e) where those funds would come from if the County is required to upfront the funds; (f) the ability 
of the County to receive the funds directly from the Federal program; and (g) the need to 
immediately halt any program activities until the Board’s questions are answered.  The Board 
directed Staff to get the answers to the questions the Board asked and reagendize the discussion 
on how to proceed with administration of the final home loan for the 2007/2008 Home Grant 
Program for April 15, 2008.  
 

Rd. Dept./Removal 
of Cedar Trees in 
Independence 

Mr. David Cantrall, Independence Resident and applicant for the removal of the trees, addressed 
the Board to confirm that he feels the trees are a safety hazard to him.  He related several incidents 
where branches from the tree have damaged his property and conveyed to the Board that he fears 
for his safety from falling limbs when he mows his lawn.  He noted that one of the people protesting 
the removal of the trees in front of his home, had removed a tree just like the trees to be removed, 
from his property for the same reasons Mr. Cantrell has cited.  Ms. Annette Denning of the 
Independence Civic Club presented and read a letter from the Civic Club into the record requesting 
a 30-day extension for consideration of the removal of the trees to provide the Club the opportunity 
to consider requesting a hazard evaluation of the trees.  Mr. Kirk Peterson, Independence Resident, 
reiterated his position that the trees not be removed until an analysis of their condition is made to 
determine if they are a hazard.  Ms. Burma Reese, Darwin Resident and employ of a Certified 
Arborist, addressed the Board regardomg the removal of the trees.  She explained the differences 
between a “Certified Arborist” and a “Registered Consulting Arborist” and suggested that if the trees 
are removed that their value be established and mitigation paid.  Ms. Nancy Masters, Independence 
Resident, opposed the removal of the trees and supported the extension requested by the Civic 
Club.  The Board Members, both individually and collectively, supported the removal of the trees, 
explaining that nothing they had heard today or previously had changed their mind regarding their 
2005 decision that the trees at 103 N. Clay Street in Independence pose a safety hazard and that 
they are being removed per the County’s Tree Removal Policy.   
 

Closes Session The Chairperson recessed open session at 11:30 a.m., to reconvene in closed session to discuss 
and take action as required on Agenda Item No. 32.  CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR 
[Pursuant to Government Code §54957.6] Instructions to Negotiators re:  wages, salaries and 
benefits – Title – IHSS; Negotiator -  Rachelle Parkinson & Bill May, Life Remedies & Celebrations.  
  

Recess/ 
Reconvene 

The Chairperson recessed closed session at 12:00 p.m., to reconvene in open session at 1:00 p.m., 
with all Board Members present. 
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Ag Comm./SNC 
Grant Budget 
Amendment 

Moved by Supervisor Bilyeu and seconded by Supervisor Cervantes to A) amend the FY 2007-08 
Eastern Sierra Weed Management Area Budget Unit 621300 as follows:  (a) increase estimated 
revenues in State Grants (Revenue Code #4498) by $103,036; and (b) increase appropriations in 
Temporary Employee (Object Code #5011) by $18,637; Office & Other Equipment <$5,000 (Object 
Code #5232) by $3,500; General Operating (Object Code #5311) by $27,699; Other Equipment 
>$5,000 (Object Code #5670) by $19,200; Vehicles (Object  Code #5674) by $34,000; and B) 
award the bid and approve the purchase of one 3/4-ton, 4-door 4x4 pickup truck from Rotolo 
Chevrolet in an amount not to exceed $33,962.93.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 

HHS-Behavioral 
Hlth./Mental Hlth 
Services Act 
Agreement 

Moved by Supervisor Cash and seconded by Supervisor Cervantes to ratify the Mental Health 
Services Act Agreement between the County of Inyo and the State of California for the provision of 
mental health services and activities for the period of July 1, 2004 through June 30, 2008, in the 
amount of $1,014,483; and authorize the Chairperson to sign.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 

CAO/Film 
Commissioner 
Update 

Mr. Chris Langley, Inyo County Film Commissioner, provided a mid-year report on filming efforts in 
the County.  Mr. Langley displayed some of the film memorabilia he is collecting for a display at the 
Film Museum to coincide with the release of Ironman, which was filmed in Inyo County.   
 

BofS/Rt. Design. 
Update 

Mr. Pat Cecil, Planning Director updated the Board on coordination efforts with the U.S. Forest 
Service on the route designation process for the Inyo National Forest.  Supervisor Arcularius 
informed the Board that due to a scheduling conflict, the Regional Forester was unable to attend the 
RCRC meeting, therefore she had been unable to talk with him about Inyo County’s concerns with 
the Route Designation process.  She explained that he would be rescheduling his time with RCRC 
and she would talk to him at that time.  Supervisor Cash updated the Board on the Collaborative 
Alternatives Team meetings.   
 

Water Dept./ 
Budget 
Amendment 
Cooperative 
Studies Green 
Book Revisions 

The Acting Water Director, Dr. Bob Harrington, and the Board discussed the recommendation to 
pay for the Green Book revisions through the County’s Owens Valley Water Studies Budget.  
Moved by Supervisor Cash and seconded by Supervisor Bilyeu to 1) adopt Amendment #3 to the 
Interim Management Plan that allows for entire costs of cooperative studies related to Green book 
revisions to be paid out of the County’s Owens Valley Water Studies Budget Unit #024501 and 
authorize Chairperson to sign the Amendment; and 2) amend the 2007/2008 Owens Valley Water 
Studies Budget Unit #024501 as follows:  (a) increase estimated revenue in Operating Transfers 
(Object Code #4998) by $10,000.00, and (b) increase appropriation in Professional Services (Object 
Code #5265) by $10,000.00.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 

Water Dept./Sierra 
Nevada Alliance 
Dev. Of Integrated 
Regional Water 
Management Plan 

Dr. Harrington, Acting Water Director, provided additional information and clarification on the 
request for approval to send a letter to the Sierra Nevada Alliance supporting and expressing 
interest in participating in the development of an application for a planning grant to develop an 
Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP) for Inyo and Mono Counties, with direction 
to staff to participate in the development of the planning grant and seek participation from additional 
Inyo County stakeholders.  He informed the Board of his participation with this group’s efforts.  The 
Board and Dr. Harrington discussed this item in detail.  The Board expressed concern with (a) their 
lack of knowledge and inclusion in this process; (b) problems with participating in an Inyo – Mono 
Plan which excludes the southeastern portion of the County; (c) the need to develop a single plan 
for Inyo County; (d) that the participation of “special interest” groups being recognized as 
stakeholders taints the proceedings; (e) the need to have an IRWMP if the County is going to 
access State grant funds; (f) that the group appears to be proceeding with the development of a 
Plan exclusive of the prerequisite governing bodies participation; (g) that the majority of Inyo County 
is already governed by the Court Ordered Long Term Water Agreement and any subsequent Plans 
must adhere to the legal mandates of the Agreement; and (h) if the County’s participation in this 
effort will commit the County to the results, which may not be acceptable to the County.  The Board 
and Staff talked about (a) the timing of grant funds available for the planning grants, (b) the 
schedule of the upcoming meetings on this issue and (c) the need to notify the group that the 
County’s offer for GIS support of the group’s activities is withdrawn until the Inyo County Board of 
Supervisors has further opportunity to discuss and take action regarding Inyo County’s involvement 
in this process.    
 

BofS/Letter 
Supporting Alpers 
Appointment to 
DFG 

Supervisor Arcularius explained that the request for the letter supporting the appointment of Tim 
Alpers as the Director of the California Department of Fish and Game had not been solicited, that 
she brought it forward because it was a wonderful opportunity for Inyo County to support the 
appointment of a local individual to this very important State Department.   
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Moved by Supervisor Cash and seconded by Supervisor Cervantes to A) approve a letter to 
Governor Arnold Schwarzenneger endorsing Tim Alpers for the position of Director of the California 
Department of Fish and Game, and B) authorize Chairperson to sign.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 

Board Members 
and Staff Reports 

The Board Members postponed their reports, except for a request by the Chairperson that a letter 
supporting  SB 1XXX, which will exempt Inyo County and 12 other small rural counties from the 
State deferral of gas tax and social services payments, be developed for the Chair’s signature.   
 

Public Comment The Chairperson announced the second public comment period and there was no one from the 
public wishing to address the Board.  
 

Closed Session The Chairperson recessed open session at 3:10 p.m., to reconvene in closed session, with all 
Board Members present, to discuss and take action as required on closed session Agenda Items 
No. 19.  REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATIONS [Conference With Real Property Negotiators 
Pursuant To Government Code §54956.8] - Property - 2957 Birch Street, Bishop, CA; Negotiating 
Parties - Southern Mono Healthcare District, County Administrator and Director of Public  Works;  
Negotiations - Terms and Conditions of Potential Lease; No. 20.  REAL PROPERTY 
NEGOTIATIONS [Conference With Real Property Negotiators Pursuant To Government Code 
§54956.8] – Property - 174 South Main Street, Bishop, CA; Negotiating Parties - RJG Investments, 
LLC/Vons Company’s Inc. #2402, County Administrator and Director of Public Works; Negotiations - 
Terms and Conditions of Potential Lease; No. 21.  REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATIONS 
[Conference With Real Property Negotiators Pursuant To Government Code §54956.8] – 
Property - 1180 North Main Street, Bishop, CA; Negotiating Parties - Escondido Trust, County 
Administrator and Director of Public Works;  Negotiations – Terms and Conditions of Potential 
Lease; No. 22.  REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATIONS [Conference With Real Property 
Negotiators Pursuant To Government Code §54956.8] – Property - 912 & 918 North Main Street, 
Bishop, CA; Negotiating Parties - RA2 Bishop LLC, Lessor , County Administrator and Director of 
Public Works;;  Negotiations - Terms and Conditions of Potential Lease; No. 23.  REAL PROPERTY 
NEGOTIATIONS [Conference With Real Property Negotiators Pursuant To Government Code 
§54956.8] – Property - 301 West Line Street, Bishop, CA; Negotiating Parties - City of Bishop, 
County Administrator and Director of Public Works;  Negotiations - Terms and Conditions of 
Potential Lease; No. 24. REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATIONS [Conference With Real Property 
Negotiators Pursuant To Government Code §54956.8] –  Property – 787 North Main Street, 
Bishop, CA;  Negotiating Parties – The Caldwell Company, County Administrator and Director of 
Public Works;  Negotiations – Terms and Conditions of Potential Lease; No. 25.  REAL PROPERTY 
NEGOTIATIONS [Conference With Real Property Negotiators Pursuant To Government Code 
§54956.8] –  Property – 162 East Line Street, Bishop, CA;  Negotiating Parties – KPL Ventures LLC, 
County Administrator and Director of Public Works;  Negotiations – Terms and Conditions of 
Potential Lease; 26.  REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATIONS [Conference With Real Property 
Negotiators Pursuant To Government Code §54956.8] –  Property – 1351 Rocking W Drive, 
Bishop, CA;  Negotiating Parties – Maudsley Enterprises, County Administrator and Director of 
Public Works;  Negotiations – Terms and Conditions of Potential Lease; No. 27.  REAL PROPERTY 
NEGOTIATIONS [Conference With Real Property Negotiators Pursuant To Government Code 
§54956.8] – Property - Eastern Sierra Regional Airport (Bishop);  Negotiating Parties - City of Los 
Angeles Department of Water and Power and County of Inyo;  Negotiations - Price and Terms; No. 
28.  PERSONNEL   [Pursuant to Government Code §54957] - Public Employee Appointment - 
Title - Director of Public Works; No. 29.  CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR [Pursuant 
to Government Code §54957.6] Instructions to Negotiators re: wages, salaries and benefits - 
Employee Organization – ICEA; Negotiators - CAO Kevin Carunchio and Labor Relations 
Administrator Sue Dishion; No. 30.  CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR [Pursuant to 
Government Code §54957.6] Instructions to Negotiators re:  wages, salaries and benefits - 
Employee Organization - Deputy Sheriff’s Association (DSA); Negotiators - CAO Kevin Carunchio, 
Sheriff Bill Lutze and Labor Relations Administrator Sue Dishion; No. 31.  CONFERENCE WITH 
LABOR NEGOTIATOR [Pursuant to Government Code §54957.6] Instructions to Negotiators re: 
wages, salaries and benefits - Employee Organization - Law Enforcement Administrators’ Association  
(LEAA); Negotiators - CAO Kevin Carunchio and Labor Relations Administrator Sue Dishion; and No.  
33.  CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION [Pursuant to Government 
Code §54956.9(a)] Valdespino v. County of Inyo, et al, Inyo County Superior Court Case No. SICVCV 
07-45116. 
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Report on Closed 
Session 

The Chairperson recessed closed session at 6:02 p.m., to reconvene in open session to receive a 
report on closed session.  County Counsel reported that with regard to Agenda Item No. 33.  
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION [Pursuant to Government 
Code §54956.9(a)] Valdespino v. County of Inyo, et al, Inyo County Superior Court Case No. SICVCV 
07-45116, which is a wrongful death action brought by the survivors of an individual killed in a multiple 
car accident on U.S. Highway 395 at its intersection with Coso Road, the Board in a unanimous vote, 
with Supervisors Arcularius, Cash, Brown, Bilyeu and Cervantes voting yes, authorized and directed 
the Office of County Counsel to defend the County in this matter. 
 

Adjournment The Chairperson adjourned the regular meeting at 6:02 p.m., to 9:00 a.m., Tuesday, April 8, 2008, 
in the Board of Supervisors Room, at the County Administrative Center, in Independence. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________________________ 
        Chairperson, Inyo County Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
 
Attest:   K E V I N  D .  C A R U N C H I O  
         C l e r k  o f  t h e  B o a r d  
 
         by:       _____________________________________ 
                           Patricia Gunsolley, Assistant 


