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Eastern Sierra Regional Airport Web Page coming soon
Local volunteers have been working diligently to design and implement ESRA’s new web page and the finished product should be online within the next month.

The new web page will contain all the usual information that pilots are looking for:

Bishop Weather

Aviation Weather

Airnav for KBIH

Pilot Information

Fuel prices at KBIH

Area Map

Ground Transportation

Photo Gallery

The Photo gallery will showcase not only the airport, but the Eastern Sierra and its many recreational opportunities.

In addition there will be links to the Bishop and Mammoth Chambers of Commerce, Inyo County Parks and Recreation.  A Beta version of the web page is available in the terminal for viewing and comments.

Mammoth Airport closure brings pilots and aircraft to Bishop
Mammoth airport closed May 19th for major runway repairs and reopened September 19th.  During the period of the closure many general aviation aircraft hangared at Mammoth moved to Bishop for the summer.  The large Helipad south of the parallel taxiway for runway seven was reconfigured into fixed wing aircraft tie downs.  

In addition to aircraft, a number of vehicles were repositioned to Bishop.  Airport personnel enjoyed the increased activity and made every effort to welcome Mammoth aviators and visitors.  We will miss them, but hope our hospitality will bring them back on the days that they can’t fly into Mammoth.
First Round of Taxiway Repairs Complete

June and July saw the first round of taxiway repairs for 2008.  Twenty-six tons of asphalt cold mix was procured to make repairs to cracks on taxiways Hotel and Foxtrot.  Crews from the Owens Valley Conservation Camp provided most of the manual labor to prepare the taxiways prior to repairing them with asphalt cold mix.  A diesel-powered roller was used to pack the cold mix into the cracks.  Round two will be scheduled for late fall when the weather is once again conducive to working with the cold mix. 
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Record Number of Aircraft at KBIH over 4th of July  

Seventy-nine aircraft spent the 4th of July weekend at Bishop.  Not even the old timers at the airport could remember seeing this many aircraft tied down at Bishop in the past.  The closure of Mammoth Airport brought a 50% increase in traffic to Bishop and fuel sales were up as well. 


[image: image2.emf]
Forest Service Opens Bishop Tanker base to fight Sherwin and Big Trees Fires

On the 3rd of August at 4:45 PM the SEAT, (Single Engine Air Tanker) launched from the Bishop Tanker Base as the first responder on the Sherwin fire.  As the wind picked up and the fire grew; additional tankers arrived.  Forest service crews working like a well-oiled machine quickly loaded each tanker as it was marshaled into position.  The air attack continued   until it was too dark for them to safely fly.

On Monday there were a total of 5 SEATs and three P2V air tankers fighting the fire.  By Tuesday the Sherwin fire was sufficiently under control to be fought by ground crews and the flight crews stood down waiting patiently to see if the fire would flare up.   

Tuesday afternoon brought thunderclouds over the Sierra Nevada and everyone watched and waited for the inevitable lightning.  Around 3:00 PM a lightning strike started a fire on Bishop Creek and fire crews sprung back into action.  Again the air attack crews flew into the steep canyons to fight the fire until the fading light made it unsafe for them to fly.  By Wednesday morning ground crews had both fires under control and the aircrews stood by in case they were needed.  Five SEATs and one P2V remained at Bishop for another day in case the fires flared up.

Providing sufficient fuel for fire fighting and civilian aircraft during a fire is always a challenge for airport personnel.  We are never fortunate enough to have full fuel tanks at the start of a fire.  

The above ground fuel tanks hold 10,400 gallons of useable fuel, and a full truckload of fuel is around 8,000 gallons.  Fuel must be ordered by noon the day before it is delivered and the order can’t be placed until there is sufficient room in the tank to hold entire load. 
Given these variables there is always a chance of running out of fuel before the next load is delivered.  Close monitoring of fuel levels and timely ordering by airport personnel ensured sufficient fuel was available for fire fighting, general aviation, and charter aircraft.
Sadly we have to report that one of the three P2Vs that assisted in the Bishop fires crashed on the 2nd of September near Reno, all three crew members were killed.
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New Jet “A” fuel truck now in service
On September 4th Air Petro delivered a 1994 Ford F800 diesel powered 3,000 gallon Jet “A” fuel truck to Bishop.  With the arrival of the new truck we now have the ability to fuel multiple turbine aircraft at the same time.  This capability will be invaluable when the Forest Service opens the Reload Base for multiple air tankers.  It will also provide storage for an additional 3000 gallons of Jet “A” which will make fuel management an easier task.
Cold weather and responsible use of engine heaters
Once again, our weather will be turning cold and pilots will be plugging in the engine heaters.  A standard 300 watt heater can consume over $30. in electricity each month.  Please help us conserve power and only turn your engine heater on a couple hours before your flight.
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Yamaha Motorcycles film at Bishop
A team of riders and mechanics from Yamaha Motorcycles arrived in Bishop on the 16th of September to conduct performance testing of Yamaha’s new VMAX motorcycle.  Eastern Sierra Regional Airport made its 7,500 foot runway 12/30 available to the Yamaha team.  Yamaha Crew Chief Bob Caperauld said “ESRA is an ideal location for testing the prototype speed equipment that we have installed on our test bikes.”  The VMax achieved a speed of 178 MPH on its quickest run.
BIH listed on AirNav.com

For the most up to date fuel pricing, check our fuel prices on AirNav.com 

http://www.airnav.com/airport/KBIH
Eastern Sierra Regional Airport 

703 Airport Road 

Bishop CA. 93514

760-872-2971 Terminal

760-937-4017 After Hours
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