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Bishop Rotary Foundation donates funds to refurbish Airport Beacon
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Roof Components of Laws lifts beacon from tower

On June 17th the airport beacon was lifted from the 65-foot tall tower by a crane from Roof Components of Laws. It was then transported to the airport firehouse/shop for extensive repairs to the drive mechanism.  These repairs were made possible by a generous donation of almost $1,200 from the Bishop Rotary Foundation.  

Because the beacon has been a local icon for a long time, refurbishing it as opposed installing a modern replacement was the only logical option.  Pilots have been welcomed to the Owens Valley for over 70 years by its flashing light, so a modern beacon just seemed out of the question. A factory-refurbished beacon similar to this one costs around $13,000 including shipping.
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Beacon mounted to work table

It was difficult to perform maintenance on the existing drive mechanism, because no parts, assembly or detail drawings were available.  The drive system was so worn and out of alignment that it was necessary to completely redesign and manufacture a new one from scratch.    Our goal was to design a mechanic friendly drive system with readily available repair parts, but keep the same outward appearance.    
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Slip rings and drive sprocket

Power is transmitted to the beacon via slip rings and brushes.  The complete repair process will be chronicled in next quarter’s newsletter.
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Beacon light assembly waiting for completion 

of the new drive mechanism

ESRA Military fuel contract renewed for 3 more years.
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Ken Babione refueling military Blackhawks

In mid April, Tammy Batzell from the Defense Logistics Agency informed Inyo County that our military fuel contract had been renewed for another three years.  

What this means for the airport and Inyo County is that we will continue to see military aircraft stopping in for fuel and food.  Inyo County has always been a big supporter of the military, and our goal as always is to provide outstanding service.
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Cindy Truelsen

The awarding of this contract was a direct result of a tremendous amount of hard work by Inyo County Account Technician Cindy Truelsen.  The process of bidding for a government fuel contract involves research and a stack of forms that have to be filled out with 100% accuracy.  Cindy managed to wade through all the forms, put correct and accurate data in the appropriate boxes, and did so in a timely manner.  

Anyone who has ever applied for a government contract will know this is no small feat.  Thanks Cindy, for a job well done

Beechcraft owners gather at the Bishop Airport By Peter Tracy
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Beechcraft Owner’s group photo

A group of Beechcraft single-engine Bonanza and twin-engine Baron Owners gathered at the Bishop Airport for a “Meet & Greet” on Saturday, April 24. Eleven single-engine Bonanzas and two twin-engine Barons arrived about 10:30 a.m. The planes brought in twenty-two people---pilots, spouses and friends—from all corners of California and Nevada.  Fortunately, the weather did not serve up the traditional spring Sierra Wave. The weather was perfect for the gathering.
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Beechcraft Bonanza B36TC

The Aircraft Owners are members of the Beech Owners-List, an email community of Beechcraft airplanes.

Kevin Carosso brought in his beautiful six-place turbo-charged Bonanza B36TC, which had a totally new radio panel. Greg Blanck brought in his Bonanza A36 and showed off his stunning new paint job. David Kahn brought his beautiful twin-engine Baron.  Other owners were awed, but claimed not to be jealous!
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Peter Tracy introducing Mr. Lim to the Beechcraft owners at the Thai Thai Restaurant.
The Thai Thai restaurant served up a fine lunch for everyone---after which Mr. Lim and Alisa received a long applause. 

The next meeting is planned of Paso Robles California.

Lone Pine runway crack repairs completed. 
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Owens Valley Conservation Crew 5Denney Conley, John Struthers & Steve Ivey
On April 13-15, Personnel from Bishop and Crew 5 from the California Department of Corrections made repairs to runway 16/34 at the Lone Pine Airport.

The distance from Bishop to Lone Pine made the planning and logistics of the repair work critical. Materials and equipment was staged at the airport a few days before the start of the project.  Inyo County Road Department provided a loader and roller and delivered nine tons of Asphalt Cold Mix to Lone Pine. 
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Crew five filling cracks in runway with Cold Mix, a labor-intensive job.

Because work was being performed on the runway, a NOTAM was issued closing the airport each day from 0930 to 1600.  Large plywood X’s were placed at each end of the runway as a visual warning to any pilot who might not have checked for NOTAMs prior to entering the Owens Valley.  The Lone Pine Unicom radio was also monitored during the closure.
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A long way to the other end of the runway.

Captain Denney Conley and Crew Five traveled daily from the Owens Valley Conservation Camp in Bishop and provided the majority of the manual labor necessary to complete the repairs.  Crew Five consisted of Captain Conley, a Swamper, and fifteen other crewmembers. 

The primary job of crews from the state’s conservation camps is to fight fires, but during the off-season they are made available to work on any number of public projects.  The extensive amount of manual labor required for runway and taxiway repairs make conservation crews the ideal work force.  The airport staff would like to thank Captain Conley and Crew Five for all the hard work they put in on this project.

Neither rain nor sleet nor snow will keep Ameriflight from arriving on time
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Freighters fly in almost any weather conditions

Have you ever wondered where the pilot flying the airliner you are riding in received his/her training?  They just may have been sitting in the right seat of an Ameriflight Beech 99 cargo freighter.  Ameriflight freighter aircraft land at Bishop twice daily Monday through Friday delivering UPS air freight to residents of the Eastern Sierra.  Ameriflight in conjunction with Eagle Jet International also provides a first officer training program.

Reprinted from the Eagle Jet international web page:  http://www.eaglejet.net/AboutUs.htm
Our unique airline first officer programs take place during actual airline commercial operations as no simulator training or flight school general aviation training can replace actual airline experience. Pilots coming from the flight school environment generally do not have any commercial air carrier flying experience. U.S. regional airlines give priority to pilots who are already experienced and familiar with the airline flight environment on advanced turbine powered aircraft before investing a substantial financial amount in their regional jet training, (or heavy turboprop training in some cases). Heavy jet airlines worldwide are looking for pilots already type rated on the aircraft they operate as well as having a certain amount of hours on type. This is why pilots enrolled in one of our programs are being hired during or shortly after completion of their programs by airlines worldwide.
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Seungha Lee (Kal)

Thirty two year old Seungha Lee (Kal), a native of Busan South Korea is in the final weeks of Ameriflight’s pilot training program and has been sitting in the right seat of almost every Ameriflight Beech 99 that has landed at Bishop in the last seven months. Kal has an engineering degree from Busan National University and worked for Asiana Airlines in South Korea before joining Korean Airlines’ flight training program.  He attended ground school in Korea and initial flight training in Arizona.  Kal will fly for Korean Airlines when he finishes his twin turbine training with Ameriflight.

BIH listed on AirNav.com

For the most up to date fuel pricing, check our fuel prices on AirNav.com 

http://www.airnav.com/airport/KBIH
KBIH Web page URL 

http://www.countyofinyo.org/Airport/index.html
Eastern Sierra Regional Airport 

703 Airport Road 

Bishop CA. 93514

760-872-2971 Terminal

760-937-4017 After Hours

Airport Staff

Ken Babione, Lead Airport Technician

Email kbabione@inyocounty.us
Steve Ivey, Airport Technician II

Richard Olson, Airport Technician II
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