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Aviation Ground School to be held at Bishop

Certified Flight Instructor, Aaron Sallee will teach a FREE GROUND SCHOOL at Bishop Airport starting January 11th, 2010.  In the interest of promoting aviation in the local community, Aaron has volunteered to teach a free 10 week aviation ground school open to anyone who is interested.  Classes will be from 6:00PM to 9:00PM every Monday night starting January 11th. 

Aaron’s aviation background includes flying Air Ambulance for Native Air in Airzona, Caravans for FEDEX, Air Attack for the U.S. Forest Service, and Gulf Streams for FlexJet.  He was also a certified flight instructor in southern California for six years.  He, his wife Nicole and their children recently moved back to Bishop from Colorado.  Aaron currently is an Air Ambulance pilot for Sierra Life Flight.

See attached flyer

Lone Pine AWOS back in service

Lone Pine’s AWOS 118.025 has been out of service due to a short in the under ground power cable. In early December a new power cable was installed.  With help from Hickman Construction personnel and equipment, an 800-foot trench was dug and a two-inch conduit and power cable was installed.  The AWOS was powered up, tested and now is back in operation.

Tree trimming complete at Bishop and Independence

During the last California Division of Aeronautics inspection It was noted that several trees were about to encroach into the 20 to 1 glide slope at Bishop, Independence and Lone Pine airports.  LADWP, with help from the Owens Valley Conservation Camp crews trimmed trees at the north end of runway 16 in Bishop.  Additional trees/brush were removed from the south end of runway 32 in Independence.  By the time this newsletter is published, 

LADWP should complete tree trimming on the north end of runway 34 in Lone Pine.

Bob Symons, Flying Legend

Born in 1910, Bob Symons was a flying legend in the Owens Valley.  Earning his private pilot’s license in 1941. Bob logged over 18,000 hours of flying time before his untimely death in a glider accident.  Bob died in 1958 at 

El Mirage, Ca in a B6-12A glider crash when the wing fell off of the glider while he was being towed for a recreational flight.  

Bob operated Symons Flying Service and performed, snow surveys, aerial photography, flight instruction, cloud seeding and other aviation related operations.  Bob was also involved in the original Sierra Wave Project.

Excerpt From: “I‘m A Rainmaker”
(Circa Approximately 1951)
By Bob Symons, as told to Don Downie. Reprinted with the permission of Patricia Symons Rowbottom.

“There’s no war paint, tom-tom beating or ceremonial prayer in 

the Kiva – but I’m still a rain maker.


I don’t summon the God of the 

Winds with symbolic incantations or ceremonial 

pagan chants – but it nearly always rains after I don my pluvial trappings.


The war paint camouflage has long been removed, the tom-tom rhythm has given way to the modern beat of 3000 horsepower, and the ceremonial prayer has been replaced by 20th century know-how in a Kiva called    the weather Bureau.


The Paiute Indians had their headdress and feathers.  I have an oxygen mask and electric “bunny suit.”  They had ceremonial moccasins while I wear heated, fur-lined boots.  They performed by smoky campfires, but I do my scientific mysticism at 35,000 feet in the middle of a cloud.
I make most of my rain by ice “seeding.”  My job is to fill the snow cups of the High Sierra to the west of Bishop, California, so that water will 

run off slowly during the year and develop hydroelectric 

power.  With the ever-present water shortage in the arid Los Angeles area, water and power are worth a lot of money.


The technique of rainmaking is quite simple if you have the right kind of clouds.  For my purposes, they must be in the right spot since the California Electric Power Company pays my bills to plant “bonus” rain and snow in the lakes and basins feeding into Bishop Creek.  Cal Electric has five electric generating plants in this creek that are fed from the snowfall of a five-by-twenty-miles area above the 8200-foot level.  Naturally, it does Cal Electric no good if I make it rain or snow fifty miles away, so I’ve learned to pinpoint my snowstorms.


I’m more or less my own boss on this job.  When weather conditions look promising, I call Ernest Bulpitt, chief hydrographer, who will contact power plant operators by phone to check the weather in the canyon.  If his report is promising, I take off in the P-38 and fly to the top of the clouds.  Then I drop down into them briefly to check the amount of super-cooled moisture they carry.  I can tell the moisture content of a cloud by the amount of ice that sticks to the plane, and then I know how much dry ice to use when I seen them.  If there is a lot of moisture in the cloud, everything from the windshield to the leading edges of wings ices up, but if the cloud is fairly dry, only the prop spinners pick up a little ice.


Sometimes I have to go very high on these flights.  That’s the reason I’ve finally settled down to use a surplus P-38.  My first seeding experiments were made with a Cessna 140.  Then I used a BT-13 and later an AT-6, but the 24,000 foot ceiling on the AT-6 just wasn’t high enough for some of the clouds in this area.  I’ve been as high as 39,000 feet with the P-38, and it doesn’t take me all day to get there.  Clouds develop fast in these high mountains, and if I’m to get the moisture out of them where I want it, I’ve got to have a ship that will go upstairs in a hurry.


Aside from the fast climb, the P-38 is ideal for this work because of its rugged construction and ever-lovin’ twin-engine safety factor.  The turbulence in some of these clouds is really rough.  I’ve had my accelerometer show as much as plus 8 and minus 3.8 G’s on these cloud flights.


Some early experimental work was done in Central America where dry ice was loaded into a Very pistol and fired into the heart of a towering Cumulus to trigger the moisture.  The Very pistol was used as a “crutch” because the airplanes available wouldn’t fly high enough to drip the dry ice through the top of the cloud.  With the P-38, we never have resorted to that practice here.


There have been many experiments in rain making but the only operation that I know of in this country, aside from the project here at Bishop, that has worked out consistently over a period of years has been flown by Chuck Barnes of Phoenix, Arizona.  He’s been seeding the Salt River Valley in a P-63.


It takes a good basic knowledge of meteorology to make this seeding work out successfully.  I’ve been flying in the Bishop area for well over 20 years now, and much of that time has been in gliders.  From that no-engine cockpit, you get in the habit of watching wind and weather quite carefully – or else you have some long walks home.  As far back as 1938, I recognized the lenticular cloud condition that we now call the “Bishop Wave” in which so many glider altitude records have been recently broken (“The Big Wind Factory,” SKYWAYS; July 1949.)


We are now going into our third season of rainmaking and the records kept by Cal-Electric rave that this type of seeding is more than profitable.  For the past 40 years, the company has kept accurate records of the run-off from Bishop Creek and the surrounding areas where their other generators are located.  The comparison figures have been practically constant between the different areas until we started seeding.  The 1948 Bishop Creek run-off was 14% above expectations.  In 1949 it was 12% above the average.


In April the annual snow measurement is made along the entire Sierra crest by the Sate of California, in cooperation with interested water and power firms.  From this survey the watermen estimate the annual runoff in separate watersheds.  They seldom miss this forecast by more than a couple of percent.  The predicted runoff in Bishop Creek for 1948-49 was 52,000 acre-feet.  The actual runoff was 58,500 acre-feet.  We had developed 6500 acre-feet of “bonus” water – enough to generate 14,300-kilowatt hours of power.  At present rates, that much power is worth $56,000.  After passing through the generators, this water would supply a city of 50,000 population with all its water for 15 days.  Eventually, the water becomes the property of the City of Los Angeles for its domestic water supply – for free!  Bishop Creek furnishes 29% of the water Los Angeles gets through its aqueduct from Owens Valley.


A tenth of an inch of rain in these Bishop Cups will make enough electricity to supply 510 homes for a full year, and one flight may yield several times that amount.” ...

Cold weather & responsible use of engine heaters

A standard 300-watt heater can consume over $30 in electricity each month.  Please help us conserve power by energizing your engine heater no earlier than one day prior to your flight.  Timed outlets may be installed which will also limit the energized operation time of the block heater.

BIH listed on AirNav.com

For the most up to date fuel pricing, check our fuel prices on AirNav.com 

http://www.airnav.com/airport/KBIH
KBIH Web page URL 

http://www.countyofinyo.org/Airport/index.html
Eastern Sierra Regional Airport 

703 Airport Road 

Bishop CA. 93514

760-872-2971 Terminal

760-937-4017 After Hours

Airport Staff

Ken Babione, Lead Airport Technician

Email kbabione@inyocounty.us
Steve Ivey, Airport Technician II

Richard Olson, Airport Technician II


· A ten-week course designed to help you prepare for the Private Pilot written test.
· Monday nights from 6:00 to 9:00 pm @ the Bishop Airport Terminal. Classes start Jan. 11, 2010.
· The course is FREE!!!  You will need to purchase the textbook for $15.95 plus tax.
· Taught by Certified Flight Instructors and other Aviation professionals.
·  This is an excellent opportunity for anybody who has ever been interested in learning to fly. Whether you want to get your Private Pilot’s license or you are considering a career in Aviation.
· We welcome licensed pilots to attend as a refresher.  
The private pilot written test is one of the requirements for getting your private pilot’s license. 

Attending a ground school is a great way to help you prepare for this test!

Space is limited, a reservation is required. 

Please Call:

Aaron Sallee (505)801-4330

Gold Seal CFII, AGI, ATP.
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