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Aviation Ground School a soaring success
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Geoff Pope 

In early January, Aaron Sallee and Geoff Pope offered a free private pilot’s ground school at Bishop.  The response was overwhelming!  Due to space restrictions the class was limited to 20 students, although nearly 35 people requested seats in the class.   Because of the enthusiastic public interest Aaron has created a waiting list for a potential second ground school to be held later in the year. 

Nearly all of the 20 students enrolled in the class, graduated and many are preparing to start their flight training at Bishop.  Because the class created a need for a training aircraft Geoff Pope has again made his Cessna 172 available for students and other qualified pilots to rent.

Due to the popularity of this class, Aaron and Geoff are considering offering a free instrument ground school for qualified pilots who are interested in obtaining their instrument rating. Nothing is definite at this point, but Aaron would like to get an idea of how many pilots might participate in this type of class. If you are interested in attending instrument ground school email Aaron at ASallee72@yahoo.com 

Local Teen Pursues Pilot’s License
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Wesley Blum

Fourteen-year-old Bishop teen, Wesley Blum was the youngest student in the recent ground school held at Bishop and on March 16, 2010 Wes logged his first flight with Goeff Pope.  Wes loves to fly and according to Aaron and Goeff was a great student.  In his spare time to help pay for flight hours he is doing odd jobs.  If you need your plane washed or other odd jobs performed, Wes is your man.  His phone number is on the bulletin board in the terminal.     

Bishop’s first SOLO flight of 2010
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Dean Sibley removing Brian Harry’s shirttail

After only about 20 hours of flight instruction Brian Harry made his first Solo Flight on March 16, 2010.    Harry, a K-12 schoolteacher from Oil City Pennsylvania was lured to Bishop for the rock climbing is also a fly fishing guide and eventually plans to use his flying skills in Alaska.  He will return to Alaska in May and spend the summer there as a guide on Lake Lliamna.  “Congratulations Brian and Dean.”  

In American aviation lore, the traditional removal of a new pilot's shirttail is a sign of the instructor's new confidence in his student after successful completion of the 1st solo flight. In the days of tandem trainers, the student sat in the front seat, with the instructor behind. As there were often no radios in these early days of aviation, the instructor would tug on the student pilot's shirttail to get his attention, and then yell in his ear. A successful first solo flight is an indication that the student can fly without the instructor ("instructor-less" flight). Hence, there is no longer a need for the shirttail, and it is cut off by the (often) proud instructor, and sometimes displayed as a trophy. From Wikipedia

Local pilot comes to the rescue of the Lone Pine AWOS.
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 Michael House
Local Pilot and electronics expert Michael House was the brains and technician behind the resurrection the Lone Pine AWOS.  There were two problems plaguing the AWOS, first the main power cable had a major short to ground and had to be replaced.  The power cable was replaced a few months ago with help from Owenyo Services and personnel from Bishop.  The AWOS itself had electronics issues and since the system is no longer supported by the manufacture Michael studied the schematics until he was able to troubleshoot and repair the problems.  “Thanks Mike, we couldn’t have done this without you.”

Navigating Military Airspace Seminar to be conducted at Bishop 4/19/2010      1800 to 2000 in the Terminal Lobby
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L-39 Jet over Bishop

The hallowed skies over Edwards Air Force Base have seen aviation breakthroughs from the first supersonic flight, to the space shuttle, to today’s modern programs.  Mr. Bill Koukourikos of the base’s Flight Safety Office will present the current programs at the base, describe the military airspace over California’s high desert, provide techniques of navigating the airspace and avoiding a mid-air collision with fast movers, or any kind of airplane and share some great videos.  Accompanying will be TSgt Ed Dawejko from the base’s survival school, who will present survival techniques after the crash to sustain you until rescue.  Don’t miss this energetic presentation!  There will be plenty of handouts.

Just FYI, TSgt Dawejko’s schedule sometimes changes rapidly and he may not make it to all our meetings, he usually attends about 80% of our seminars.  I brief his slides when he is not available.  The Airport will provide free coffee and pastry.

Sierra Aviation conducts medical skills workshop
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Sierra Lifeflight Crew

By Mike Patterson 

Chief Flight Paramedic

On Tuesday March 9th 2010 Sierra Lifeflight hosted its biannual skills day for emergency care providers.  Local emergency care providers were invited to participate in this training along with Sierra Lifeflight personnel. This recurrent training is required for Paramedics and Mobile Intensive Care Nurses by the local emergency medical services authority ‘ICEMA’.

Many years ago ICEMA added additional paramedic skill requirements to local caregivers that exceeded that of emergency caregivers in other areas of the state. With the addition of these skills, came the requirement of regular training sessions to keep the providers current in their skill levels. 
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 Sierra Lifeflight Crew Members
Many different pre-hospital skills are practiced, but it’s the enhanced skills that must be performed in the skills day. These skills include pediatric intubation, which is to secure the airway on a child patient who requires ventilation support. Cricothyrotomy, which is to secure an airway through a needle placed in the trachea through the patient’s neck. This skill is performed when all other attempts to secure an airway have been exhausted or are impossible. Nasotracheal Intubation, this is a method to secure the victims airway through their nasal passage. And Intraosseous Infusion, this is a method of obtaining rapid vascular access on a very critical patient when obtaining a standard IV may be too difficult or time consuming. Life saving medications may then be given to the patient through this route.
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Denise Morrill &  Kevin Davey


Sierra Lifeflight not only provides skills training, but our education department also provides many other types of training through out the year. Sierra LifeFlight is proud to have locals Felicia Moffett MSN, FNP, CCRN, CEN, MICN, CFRN and John Almeida EMT-P, FTO heading up our education department. John travels twice a year to Southern California to obtain the required training to be our lead skills instructor.

Along with the practical skills training, we use this opportunity to network with local emergency caregivers. Sierra Lifeflight also hosts a luncheon for all caregivers as a way of thanking them for all that they do for the local community. 

BIH listed on AirNav.com

For the most up to date fuel pricing, check our fuel prices on AirNav.com 

http://www.airnav.com/airport/KBIH
KBIH Web page URL 

http://www.countyofinyo.org/Airport/index.html
Eastern Sierra Regional Airport 

703 Airport Road 

Bishop CA. 93514

760-872-2971 Terminal

760-937-4017 After Hours

Airport Staff

Ken Babione, Lead Airport Technician

Email kbabione@inyocounty.us
Steve Ivey, Airport Technician II

Richard Olson, Airport Technician II
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