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Thai Thai Restaurant 

A Thai-American restaurant will be opening soon at ESRA.  Mr. Weng Cheong Lim’s proposal to operate a restaurant was accepted by the Inyo County Board of Supervisors on March 17th.  Mr. Lim hopes to be open for business by the first of April.

The Thai Thai restaurant will feature an American breakfast from 7:00 to 10:00 AM, Thai lunch specials from 11:00 AM to 2:30 PM, and traditional Thai dinners from 5:00 to 9:00 PM.  The restaurant will be closed on Mondays.

Mr. Lim, a native of Malaysia, has operated three Chinese restaurants in Leavenworth Washington and his chef, Mrs. Alisa Khongnuk, a native of Thailand has operated Thai restaurants in Hilo Hawaii and Anacortes Washington.  The local community is looking forward to having a restaurant at the airport once again.

Board of Supervisors appoint Airport Advisory Committee Members

Three new members and two returning members now make up the voting block of the ESRA Advisory Committee.  One alternate position was also filled.
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Geoff Pope, the former ranch manager at Deep Springs College, was elected as committee president at the first meeting.  Geoff is the owner operator of Black Mountain Air Service.  
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Brad Wyatt, a Southern California Edison Eastern Sierra Hydro Engineering Manager, has lived and worked in the Owens Valley for many years.  Brad was elected as the Advisory Committee Vice President.
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Rex Allen is one of the two returning members and the former committee president.  Rex is a retired US Geological Survey Geophysicist. He is also a member of the Inyo County Water Commission.
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John Rosenthal, a newly appointed voting member is the former owner of Inyo Photo in the Cottonwood Plaza.  John currently works for the US Forest Service’s White Mountain Ranger Station in Bishop.

           No Photo Available

Monica Allen (no relation to Rex Allen) was re-elected as the committee’s secretary.  Monica has lived in Bishop for the last seven years, and works for Sierra Employment services.
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Kirt Nance was appointed as an alternate member and will only vote in the event a quorum of regular members is not in attendance.  Kirt is retired from the US Forest Service in Bishop and a former member of the US Air Force.

Webpage Improvements

The airport webpage will continue to be a work in progress. Recently a section containing past newsletters was added. An expanded photo galley is under construction and will be on line in the near future. A history of the airport will be coming soon.

Bob Symons Photos now on display at ESRA

Thanks to Patricia Symons Rowbottom, ESRA now has a collection of vintage Bob Symons photos on display.  Bob Symons was an icon in early Inyo County aviation.  On your next visit to ESRA, check out the photo collection behind the front counter and in the pilots’ lounge.

Taxiway Repairs

Taxiway repairs will begin as soon as crews from the Owens Valley Conservation Camp can be scheduled to work at the airport.  Conservation crewmembers provide the majority of the manual labor required to remove concrete and debris from cracks in the taxiway prior to the installation of cold-mix asphalt.  The repairs are expected to take three to four days. 

Help Conserve Energy

We have a limited supply of Compact Fluorescent Lamps (CFL) available for installation in your hangar.  If you have not already installed a CFL we will provide you with the initial lamp while they last.  If you don’t have a ladder to reach the fixture, just coordinate with us when your aircraft is out of the hangar and we will assist you.

It is also about that time of year to discontinue the use of block-heaters as temperatures rise.

Two-Hour Parking Area

An area directly to the west of the terminal building is now designated as two hour restaurant parking.  This area is identifiable by the telephone pole rail barricades that were recently installed.  The area by the picnic tables will continue to be designated as two hour parking.  There are also two handicapped parking spaces in this area.  If you have a vehicle in our long term parking area please do not park it in two hour parking.

Airport Beacon

The modification to the 1938 vintage Beacon chain drive system seems to have been successful.  An idler assembly was installed on the chain drive to prevent the chain from falling off.  It has been seven months and except for an unrelated problem, the beacon is still operating every night.  

Independence Ramp Project Completed

If you haven’t landed at Independence Airport lately, you should make it a point to stop in and check out the improvements to the ramp area.  The old paving was removed, and the ramp was re-graded and repaved.  A new helipad was installed and the electrical system upgraded.  The main objective of the project was to improve drainage and to channel water away from the runway and ramp area.

BIH listed on AirNav.com

For the most up to date fuel pricing, check our fuel prices on AirNav.com 

http://www.airnav.com/airport/KBIH
KBIH Web page URL 

http://www.countyofinyo.org/Airport/index.html
Eastern Sierra Regional Airport 

703 Airport Road 

Bishop CA. 93514

760-872-2971 Terminal

760-937-4017 After Hours

Airport Staff

Ken Babione, Lead Airport Technician

Email kbabione@inyocounty.us
Steve Ivey, Airport Technician II

Richard Olson, Airport Technician II
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